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Oklahoma 
County Cases
Substance 
Use, Abuse or 
Addiction is 
Relevant 
Factor 

75% of Criminal Cases 50% of Divorce/Child 
Custody/Guardianship 

83% of Deprived 
Children 



Time to Think Differently…..? 

• Crisis levels of incarceration

• Incarceration is not working
• Tends to make low risk people worse

• Tends to have no effect or negative effect on high-risk people

• 93% of people who go to prison will be back in our community 

• Who do you want as your neighbor

• ACES - Children being raised in homes with addiction

• ACES - Children being raised without parents due to incarceration 

• Healthy citizens are the foundation of safe and thriving community.

• What are the real problems and how can we address them?







No Disagreement Among Experts !!

- All agree there is a lack of 
meaningful choice.

- Addiction is  best solved by  
compassion treatment.   



Addiction Definition

• “A stress induced, genetically-mediated, 
primary, chronic and relapsing brain 
disease of reward, memory, motivation 
and related circuitry that alters 
motivational hierarchies such that 
addictive behaviors supplant healthy, self-
care behaviors.”

• American Society of Addiction Medicine 2011



4 C’s of Addiction 

•Compulsive Use

•Loss of Control

•Continued Use 
Despite Harm

•Cravings 





AIDS/HIV
Public Health 
Crisis of 1990’s



HIV vs Drugs & Alcohol







20.8mm Americans
meet Clinical Criteria for a 
Substance Abuse Disorder,

only
2.2 mm received treatment.



20 million: Entire population of colored States



“[We must] change the way we
address . . . substance use
disorders in our society. Past
approaches to these issues
have been rooted in
misconceptions and prejudice. .
. [T]hese disorders must be
addressed with compassion
and as preventable & treatable
medical conditions.”

Dr. Vivek H. Murthy, United States
Surgeon General, 2016
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Genetics Early Use Trauma

Poor Mental Health









Teen Use 
Wires Brain 

for Addiction
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Brain Development

Source: Tapert & Schweinsburg, 2005





Treatment Courts Work !!
(Drug, DUI, Mental Health, Veterans Diversion)

18 – 36 Month Program 
High Risk/High Need - Prior probation were not successful 
Collaborative Team focused on problem solving

- Lawyers
- Therapist 
- Probation Officer
- Judge 

Encouragement and support for desired behavior 
Sanctions to correct behavior, not to punish



Average Crime Reduction
Citation Institution(s) No. Drug Courts Crime Reduced

Mitchell et al. (2012) U.S.F., G.M.U., &   Penn State 92 12%

Rempel et al. (2012) Urban Institute, CCI & RTI 23 13%

Wilson et al. (2006) Campbell Collaborative 55 14%

Latimer et al. (2006) Canada Dept. of Justice 66 9%

Shaffer (2010) University of Nevada 76 9%

Lowenkamp et al. (2005) University of Cincinnati 22 8%

Aos et al. (2006) Washington State Inst. For Public Policy 57 8%



2. Antisocial Attitudes
3. Peer Associations
4. Antisocial Personality
5. School/Employment
6. Substance Abuse
7. Living Situation
8. Family/Marital

Central 8

Clients have a variety 
of Criminogenic needs:

• Subset of risk factors

• Dynamic, live and 
changeable

Adapted from Iowa DOC training materials 26

1. Criminal History

Important, but 

STATIC

DYNAMIC
Criminogenic 

Needs



High Risk Low Risk

High 
Need

Low 
Need

X

RISK AND NEED TRIAGE



The cost to treat is significantly less than the cost to 

incarcerate or be involved in the criminal justice system
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Kenneth.Stoner@oscn.net

405-713-2352
Jacy Cole, Bailiff 

405.590.9109
Cell


