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• Non-profit, bi-partisan 
organization.

• Members are all 7,383 legislators 
and 30,000 legislative staff in 50 
states, D.C. and U.S. territories.

• Offices in Denver and D.C.

• Among our goals– to provide 
legislatures with information and 
research about policy issues, both 
state and federal.

• NCSL tracks state policy develops in 
all public policy areas.

Who is NCSL?
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States with Sales Tax Exemption on Firearm Safety Devices
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• Connecticut: Firearm safety devices include safes, lock boxes, trigger and barrel locks and other items designed to 
enhance home firearm safety.

• Florida: Firearm safety devices include firearm safes, firearm lock boxes, firearm cases, or other devices that are 
designed to be used to store firearms and that are designed to be unlocked only via keys, combinations, or other 
similar means; and firearm trigger locks or firearm cable locks that, when installed on firearms, are designed to 
prevent firearms from being operated without first deactivating the locks and that are designed to be unlocked only 
via keys, combinations, or other similar means.

• Maine: Firearm safety device means a safe or lockbox for securing firearms, a trigger or barrel lock and any other 
item designed to enhance home firearm safety. 

• Tennessee:  Gun safe means a locking container or other enclosure equipped with a padlock, key lock, combination 
lock, or other locking device that is designed and intended for the secure storage of one (1) or more firearms; and          
"Gun safety device" means any integral device to be equipped or installed on a firearm that permits a user to 
program the firearm to operate only for specified persons designated by the user through computerized locking 
devices or other means integral to and permanently part of the firearm. 

• Washington: Gun safe means an enclosure specifically designed or modified for the purpose of storing a firearm and 
equipped with a padlock, key lock, combination lock, or similar locking device which, when locked, prevents the 
unauthorized use of the firearm.

Firearm Safety Device Definition
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Florida 

FY 2024: ($3.2M)

FY 2025: ($3.7M)

Maine 

FY 2021-2022: ($42,350)

FY 2023-2024: ($85,662)

Michigan

FY 2023-2024: ($1.4M)

FY 2024-2025: ($400,000)

Tennessee

FY 2022: State Revenue  ($321,300)                
Local Revenue ($131,100)  

Texas 

FY 2023: ($880,000) 

FY 2026: ($1.04M)

Cost of Firearm Safety Device Sales Tax Exemption



• Louisiana offers an income tax credit of up to $500 for gun safe storage devices.

• Virginia offers a tax credit up to $300, the cost of a qualifying firearm safe can be no more than $1,500. There is a 
cap of $5M per tax year that is distributed on a first come, first served basis.

Firearm Safety Device Tax Credit

Louisiana

FY 2023-2024: ($500,000)

FY 2024-2025: ($500,000)

Virginia

The state was not able to estimate an 
exact cost but the revenue loss is 

expected to be minimal 



Full List of State Statutes 

• Connecticut General Statutes § 12-412

• Florida Tax Information Publication 23A01-
14

• Louisiana Revised Statutes § 47:297.24

• Maine Rev. Statutes Annotated tit. 36, §
1760(111)

• Massachusetts General Law ch. 64H, § 6 
(rr)

• Michigan Compiled Laws § 205.54ll

• Minnesota Statutes § 297A.67 

• New Jersey Statutes  § 54:32B-8.50

• Code of Virginia § 58.1-339.14 

• Tennessee Code Annotated Title § 67-6-
393 

• Texas Statutes, Tex. Tax Code § 151.3131

• Revised Code of Washington 82.08.832

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_219.htm#sec_12-412:~:text=section%208%2D243.-,(101),-Firearm%20safety%20devices
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/tips/Documents/TIP_23A01-14.pdf
https://floridarevenue.com/taxes/tips/Documents/TIP_23A01-14.pdf
https://casetext.com/statute/louisiana-revised-statutes/revised-statutes/title-47-revenue-and-taxation/subtitle-ii-provisions-relating-to-taxes-collected-and-administered-by-the-collector-of-revenue/chapter-1-income-tax/part-iii-provisions-for-individuals/section-4729724-tax-credit-purchases-of-firearm-safety-devices
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/36/title36sec1760.html#:~:text=A%2C%20%C2%A745%20(RAL).%5D-,111.%C2%A0,-(REALLOCATED%20FROM%20T
https://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/36/title36sec1760.html#:~:text=A%2C%20%C2%A745%20(RAL).%5D-,111.%C2%A0,-(REALLOCATED%20FROM%20T
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter64H/Section6#:~:text=Sales%20of%20commercial%20gun%20safes%20and%20trigger%20lock%20devices.
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleIX/Chapter64H/Section6#:~:text=Sales%20of%20commercial%20gun%20safes%20and%20trigger%20lock%20devices.
https://casetext.com/statute/michigan-compiled-laws/chapter-205-taxation/general-sales-tax-act/section-20554ll-effective-91-days-after-adjournment-of-the-2023-regular-session-sine-die
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF1811&version=latest&session=ls93&session_number=0&session_year=2023#:~:text=Sec.%202.-,Minnesota%20Statutes%202022,-%2C%20section%20297A.67
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-54-taxation/chapter-5432b/section-5432b-850-short-title-receipts-from-sales-of-firearm-trigger-locks-tax-exempt
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodeupdates/title58.1/section58.1-339.14/#:~:text=The%20taxpayer%20shall%20submit%20purchase,device%20or%20firearm%20safety%20devices.
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/revenue/documents/notices/sales/sales23-16.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/revenue/documents/notices/sales/sales23-16.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TX/htm/TX.151.htm#:~:text=September%201%2C%202023.-,Sec.%20151.3131,-.%20%20FIREARM%20SAFETY%20EQUIPMENT
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.08.832
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Are these policies effective?

            Effective at what?

What does the research say?
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• https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/essays/personal-firearm-storage.html 

https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/essays/personal-firearm-storage.html
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• In an audit of 20 firearm safety training courses 
published by the National Institute of Health:

• 90 percent discussed using a gun safe, and

•  50 to 70 percent discussed using cable locks 
and trigger locks.

•  10 percent recommended keeping 
handguns loaded and unlocked.

• According to the RAND Corporation, a nonprofit 
research institute, as of 2022, approximately half 
of gun owners store their firearms locked, and 
one-third store their firearms locked and 
unloaded.

• Washington State: Random Survey

• Just more than one-third of adults surveyed 
lived in a firearm-owning household; 

• of these, 37 percent kept all firearms locked 
and unloaded. 

Safe Firearm Storage Research

Photo Source: National Shooting Sports Foundation

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/28988203/
https://www.rand.org/research/gun-policy/analysis/essays/personal-firearm-storage.html


N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E S

Safe Firearm Storage Research
• Study from Alaska Villages

• We found that the installation of gun cabinets in 
homes of Alaskan Native village residents led to 
substantial improvements in gun and ammunition 
storage practices, particularly in the locking of 
guns and ammunition. The intervention led to the 
reduction of an important risk factor for firearm 
injury among youth in and around these homes.

• A 2021 study of safe firearm storage reports that 
distribution of storage devices may positively impact 
storage practices. 

• According to research cited by the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, most people in suicidal crisis who 
don’t have easy access to a lethal method will not seek 
a substitute method of self-harm. Preventing access to 
firearms and other lethal means allows time for both 
the moment of intense suicidal crisis to pass, and for 
someone to intervene with potentially lifesaving mental 
health support and resources.

https://www.ihs.gov/sites/injuryprevention/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/firearm-safety/Improving-Firearm-Storage-in-AN-Villages-A-Randomized-Trial-of-Household-Gun-Cabinets-2012.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0091743521000360
https://www.nssf.org/articles/keeping-your-firearm-securely-stored-can-help-reduce-suicide/
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Anecdotes
• If the law adds firearms storage devices to 

the list of products exempted from sales tax

• Enforcement and knowledge of the law 
by retailers is crucial. Consider one 
news report in Connecticut, where a 
Walmart allegedly attempted to charge 
sales tax on the sale of a gun safe, 
despite state law specifically exempting 
gun safety devices from sales tax.

Photo Source: The Gun Shop LLC Maine https://www.mainegunshopllc.com/ 

https://www.ctpost.com/local/article/walmart-charges-sales-tax-on-gun-safe-5239465.php
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• Adds “firearm 
safety devices” to 
the list of products 
exempted from 
sales tax

• Includes firearm 
safes, lockboxes, 
and cases as well as 
firearm trigger 
locks or cable locks.

• ENACTED

Recent Enacted Legislative Amendments

Florida HB 7063
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Louisiana HB 247

• Would establish a 
tax credit of up to 
$500 for purchase 
of firearm safety 
devices.

• unanimous 
bipartisan support 
for this legislation 

• ENACTED

Michigan SB 81/HB 6352

• Establishes a 1-year 
exemption of sales 
of firearm safety 
devices from sales 
and use tax

• $350 tax credit per 
year for the 
purchase of safety 
equipment

• ENACTED

• Establishes an 
indefinite 
exemption of sales 
of gun safes and 
gun safety devices 
from sales tax.

• ENACTED

Tennessee SB 7085Virginia HB 2387

• Establishes a tax 
credit of up to 
$300 for purchase 
of firearm safety 
devices

• ENACTED
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Recent Proposed Legislation
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Vermont HB 521

• Establishes subsidy 
fund for 
Vermonters 
purchasing firearm 
storage devices

• Exempts all 
firearms storage 
devices from 
Vermont sales tax

• Requires dealers to 
include a trigger 
lock with each sale

North Carolina HB 56

• Implements a 
temporary sales tax 
exemption for 
equipment 
designed to 
prevent 
unauthorized 
access to firearms

• Would expire 1 
year from 
enactment

Ohio HB 186

• Exempts firearm safety 
devices from sales and 
use tax

• Explicitly excludes 
display cases from 
exemption

• Includes a notice 
requirement for all 
points of sale to 
indicate exemption 
from sales and use tax

Maryland HB 816

• Would establish a 
tax credit of up to 
$250 for purchase 
of firearm safety 
devices

• Exempts purchase 
of gun safes and 
gun safety devices 
from sales and use 
tax

Alabama HB 375
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Questions?

Reach Out Anytime!

Andrea Jimenez
Policy Analyst, Fiscal Affairs Program
Andrea.Jimenez@ncsl.org
303.856.1420

Anne S. Teigen, Esq.
Associate Director, Criminal and Civil Justice
anne.teigen@ncsl.org
303.856.1652  (o)
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