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Children removed from the home…

Are twice as 
likely to have 
learning 
disabilities & 
developmental 
delays

6 times more 
likely to have 
behavioral 
problems

• Lowenstein 2008

Have lower 
earnings as 
adults

Have higher 
teen birth rates

• Doyle 2007

As adults, are 
more likely to 
have substance 
related and 
mental health 
disorders

• Côté et al. 2018

2-3 times higher 
delinquency 
rates

• Ryan & Testa 2005; 
Doyle 2007; Doyle 
2008; Lowenstein 2018

As adults, have 
arrest rates 2-3 
times higher, 
and are more 
likely to have 
criminal 
convictions for 
violent offenses

• Doyle 2008; Côté et al. 
2018





FAMILY JUSTICE INITIATIVE

• Every parent and every child has 
high-quality multidisciplinary legal 
representation when child welfare 
courts make life-changing decisions 
about their families.

• Eliminate destruction of the family in 
the name of protecting children.

• Families and communities are 
strengthened to keep children safe 
with their families rather than from
their families.

MAKING THE LEGAL SYSTEM WORK FOR CHILDREN AND PARENTS 





What Does High Quality Legal 

Representation Look Like?
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Increased Parent Participation in Family Engagement 
Meetings in Colorado

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

20,000

FY19 FY20 FY21

Total Hours

7
,5

9
7

 h
o

u
rs

1
1

,3
8

1
 h

o
u

rs

1
8

,4
2

0
 h

o
u

rs

58.8%



CLS Family Advocacy Unit Key Findings

Pennsylvania 
Children, 6.4

Philadelphia Children, 9

FAU Children, 
4.4 

Months to Reunification



CLS Family Advocacy Unit Key Findings

Kinship 
Foster Care: 

77%

Foster 
Care: 
23%

FAU: 
Children in Kinship vs. 

Foster

Kinship 
Foster Care 

56%

Foster 
Care 
44%

Philadelphia: 
Children in Kinship vs. 

Foster



Child Advocate Unit Defender Association of 
Philadelphia

• Longstanding Interdisciplinary Model

• Represent over 3,000 – with a lawyer and social worker assigned to 
each case

• Appointed before initial hearing and remain on the case until court  
jurisdiction is terminated

• Focused on serving child clients in the context of their families and 
communities

• Hoping to add peer mentors within the year



| Excellence In Advocacy

Children’s Law 
Center

• Founded in 1990, CLC is the largest 
children’s legal services 
organization in the nation

• Serve as court-appointed counsel 
for children and youth (ages 0-21) 
under the jurisdiction of the 
Juvenile Dependency Court in Los 
Angeles, Sacramento, and Placer 
Counties 

• Appointed at initial hearing and 
remain on the case until court  
jurisdiction is terminated



CLC by the Numbers

30,000+
Youth represented in Los Angeles, Sacramento, 
and Placer Counties 

13,000+
Children reunified with family or adopted each 
year



Specialized Programs and Services

CLC provides multidisciplinary representation 
including a highly trained staff of attorneys, 
investigators, paralegals, case managers, peer 
advocates, subject matter specialists, and 
support staff. 

CLC actively engages in legislative and policy 
advocacy and runs many specialized programs 
including teams focused on education, mental 
health, Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 
Children (CSEC), and crossover youth. 









NM launching Office of Family Representation and Advocacy 



and members of the interdisciplinary legal team 

representing children and their parents in child welfare proceedings






