








OSU has become a powerhouse in the 
drone industry, establishing a 
reputation as a world leader in 
unmanned technology and providing 
innovation and insight at the local, 
national, and global levels of the 
aerospace industry.

Funding breakdown is shown on the 
right, based on source of funding. 
State funding has been very limited, 
particularly when compared to 
competitor states (TX, NC, NY, ND, OH).

Project Funding Sources

OSU: A $50M+ Drone Powerhouse



• $5M+ for cutting-edge academic research to develop new 
technologies with commercialization potential and $8M+ 
to develop a flight corridor with the Osage Nation

• Unmanned-focused business incubator to uniquely support 
high-growth businesses

• Partnerships with industry to create an environment that 
attracts new businesses and fosters cross-industry 
collaborations

• Position OSU as the program-of-choice for students 
interested in aerospace engineering and unmanned aerial 
systems research 

• Foster collaborations across OSU that invest in students and 
create opportunities to stay in the region post-graduation

• Matching funds from Tulsa Innovation Laboratory and 
George Kaiser Family Foundation to bring total over $50M

$38M EDA Grant Awarded in 
Sep. 2022 to Establish the 

LaunchPad Center for 
Advanced Air Mobility at 

OSU-Tulsa



Working with the Osage Nation and the Tulsa 
Innovation Laboratory, the OSU-Tulsa 
LaunchPad Center for Advanced Air Mobility will 
bridge the gap from idea to product to build a 
city of the future with drone-friendly skies
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